2016/2017 Ice Conditions ino8thernOntario
March 26, 2017 Brule (Franklin)

There is still ice to climbCalabogie is big and should be good for 2 more weeks and maybe |@ngkr was
melted out, but may still last for a week or tw&/e leadWe ClimbedA Routewhich is the left most gulley that
is protected from the sun and was still big and sdliek left side oMedicine Mancould be lead but most of
the rest is too thin and delaminatddake ice is still very thick.

March 25, 2017 Skeleton Lake Rd 2Sandy's Crag (Danylo)

Malty Vapours3+ Comet J&B on Ice Scottish WayShaken and Stirredre all in fat. Ice is in good shapé
doesn't get much sun.
2-3 cm of water on top of the lake ice on the walk in-atfigérnoon; freezing up on the walk out at 6:30.



Only remnants of subleached ice on thEalking Heads Walll

March 18/19 Hautes Gorge de Riviere Malbaie (DM & S)

Taking advantage of the unexpected return of full winter conditions last week, we repeated the 10 hour drive
and the 33 km snowshoe approach into the beautiful H&degesde-la-riviere-Malbaie: my eighth time to

this magic place

We did not come back empty handed. Ten years I've dreamed about climbing in the feature to the right of La
Pomme D'Or: the dream route Ruée vers I'or. Finally, my dream became a reality. One of the best routes
ever! Probably the fourth recorded ascentl t mi ght take another decade t

As for ice forming conditions: At the end of February they had the two weeks of very warm with rain too
followed by two weeks of very cold wintery conditions.

But | think the ice was already mostly there papently two Quebec teams tried the route this winter earlier but
they bailed on the second pitch on this weird sounding column with a small base.









March 18- Kluke

Great sticky and dense ice at teh far left end of Kluke. Stayed in the shade the entire time we were there.
The Six"Icy Grr to WI3", 25m (AK and PH)

Welcome to the Six! Much nicer than the dangers that lie waiting for you in Chicago. Start <anm@agdut

follow the rarely forming pure ice line all the way to the top. A serpethitteenarrow flow (ok, kinda thin) that
leads to a wide slab at the top. Gorgeous.

City Wrangler "Rocky Grr to WI3", 20m (PH and AK)

Just uphill and to the left @hirag/The Sixlies a pedestal below a roof. Mantle upwards, extend into the crack
in the roof, keeping your core tight so you don't fall backwards onto your belayer. Plug in as much gear as yo
want. Reach way up, following a seam on the left to a huge pod and akeayStab the ice and scamper to the
top. A great equalizer route: harder if you're short in some sections. Harder if you'rettadrsxBeautiful!

March 1318, 2017 Blinko / Raven Ravine (DD, Michael Lisenko)

Absolutely bomber snow crust. No postholing hell like last year.

Monday: hauled sleds into Blinko Lake. Started really{&d5 pm. Took 3 hars (took time to find creek
crossing) to Blinko. Got there at 8:45 PM in the fading light. Camped at the trapper's cabin.

Tuesday=20 at night, slept in, (until 10:00). Crack of 1:00 start. Hauled climbing gear in sleds. Took a detour
to look at ice ortliffs at Blinko. Continued on. Got to that climb we saw last year (2 hours). It wdmitrin

full sun- small ice falling down it. Racked up, tied in. Bigger crap started falling. Untied. Stashed gear. Walke«
along cliff. Beautiful rock. 3 more ice rtas (2 completely baked out). Got back to camp in an hour.
Wednesday:15 at night. Woke up earlier. Slogged back into upper lake. Stared at the route. Fretted about su
what if something should happen way out in the middle of nowhere (no cell phopgacdBut no ice falling

down the route. Tied in and climbed as fast as | could through lower chimney (where all the garbage
funnels).Hero ice, screws were solid enou@me scary moment with rotted, hollow ice. Another with ice that

fell to my left. Ral beauty. Called ithe Hunter, WI4-, 50 m. Full 60 m rap. Climbed another route at the far

left end, led by Michael. Calledtibe Farmer, WI2, 30m. Peek down into Raven Ravine. Man, it's deep. Never
went into it.

Thursday went back to ice we saw onfts above Blinko Lake. Mixed start. Had my rock gear. Made an
attempt. Got 3 m across a starting ramgalized once again that mixed climbing ain't my thing. Retreated. Did



another route up a gullZalled it theElectric Toothbrush, WI2, 35 m. Broke aap. Left at 6:00 pm. Got back
to the car at 7:30 (1.5 hours).
Need to go back next year (if the snow is solid). It's absolutely beautiful back there.

The Hunter

March 13, 2017 Diamond Lake

A lot of ice where there was none two weeks ago. What a treat climbing in sulitiocm? great ice, with very
little snow on the ground, or on ledges. The ice, and the bare rock... The soul elements of ice climbing with n
fluff!

Every Day is Training, Every Day is Real the two new bolts are well positioned. Fun, fun, fun! Convenie
alleyway through the trees to extended anchors.



